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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Pursuant to Broward College Policy 6Hx2-1.14 and Procedure A6Hx2-1.14, Dr. Donald Astrab exercised 
the authority delegated by the Board to execute the non-standard agreement with MediaNews Group, 
Inc. to license the subscription to Sun Sentinel Online for 2024-2027 by utilizing the bid-waiver 
(information technology). Fiscal Impact $19,059.00 

Presenter(s):  Priscilla Suarez, Vice Provost, Academic Services

What is the purpose of this contract and why is it needed?: This subscription will provide full text access to 
The Sun Sentinel Online and its accompanying electronic resources, thereby making it available through the 
Broward College Libraries to our patrons. Importantly, it will increase access to local news and events in real 
time and provide the latest reporting and alerts to all students, faculty and staff. 

What procurement process or bid waiver was used and why? The College used the bid waiver exemption 
provided for the information technology resources in accordance with FLDOE Rule 6A-14.0734(2)(g) and 
College Procedure 6AHx2-6.34 which cites the exception to the requirement to solicit competitive offers. 

Is this a budgeted expenditure from the budget established at the last June Board of Trustees meeting? 
Yes. 

What fund, cost center and line item(s) were used?: CC0191 Library Operations, FD100 Unrestricted 
Operating Fund. 

Has Broward College used this vendor before for these products or services? No. 

Was the product or service acceptable in the past? Not Applicable. 

Was there a return on investment anticipated when entering this contract? Not Applicable. 

Was that return on investment not met, met, or exceeded and how? Not Applicable. 

How does this impact student success: Students benefit from having access to articles, eBooks, and electronic 
database materials to support their course work. This resource is also a heavily used local news source that will 
include current events, weather, and emergency service tools. 

Does this directly or indirectly feed one of the Social Enterprise tactics and how?: This item helps to 
support the "big bet" of Guaranteeing Access to Higher Education. The Sun Sentinel is a major local news 
source that supports our students by providing a resource that makes it easier for students to complete their 
work and provide safety information for them and the campus at large. Providing electronic resources to support 
faculty in their instruction also helps to guarantee access to higher education.  

Did the vendor amend Broward College’s legal terms and conditions [to be answered by the Legal Office] if 
the College’s standard contract was used and was this acceptable to the Legal Office? 
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The General Counsel's office has reviewed the agreement and any deviation to the College's standard terms has 
been deemed acceptable.





Group Subscription Service-Product Description

Introduction

Thank you for your interest in our Group Subscriptions Service. This service aims to provide large

organizations, including universities, community colleges, libraries, and many more, with the opportunity

to provide digital access to our publications to a number of their members at a discounted rate. To learn

more or receive a price quote from us, please fill out our form below and someone on our team will

reach out to you.

How your organization can benefit from a group subscription:

1. Full access to our publications to all students, patrons, staff, etc within your organization

2. All at a discounted rate

3. Dedicated Customer Service and Technical Support staff to support your needs

4. Monthly reports on pageviews and usage data

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

● What is a group subscription?

○ Group subscriptions provide an organization with unlimited digital access to one or many

of our nearly one hundred publications at a discounted price. Discounts can go as high as

90% off!

● Is there a minimum budget required to qualify?

○ There is no minimum budget requirement for an organization to qualify for a group

subscription.

● Who is eligible for a group subscription?

○ Any organization seeking to provide access to their group. This could include libraries,

universities, schools, businesses, non-profit organizations, etc.

● What is the cost and duration of the subscription?

○ Cost will vary depending on organization size and number of publications. We do our

best to work with each organization’s budget constraints and minimize cost as a barrier

to subscribing with us. Our goal is to increase access to local news among underserved

populations.

● What payment options are available?

○ We bill on an annual basis as one invoice and accept payments via credit card, check, or

electronic bank payment.

● How soon is access granted?

○ In most cases, we can have you set up within about 2 weeks.

● What are the technical details of access for my organization?

○ Individuals from your organization will gain access to our publications using the same

credentials they use to sign into your systems. We integrate with most identity

management platforms: Google Workspace, Microsoft AD/AzureAD, SAML, OAuth2 and

more. In cases where such systems are not available, IP address based access can also be

leveraged.



● Would access be on the native websites of the publications?

○ Verified users have full digital website access to the content on our publication websites.

● What publications are available through the group subscription?

○ We offer a wide range of publications. To learn more about the publications we offer,

please visit our website at https://www.medianewsgroup.com/our-brands/.

● I am interested in a group subscription. Where can I learn more about subscribing?

○ To learn more about setting up group access, please use the form below (anchor link) to

provide us with information about your organization and subscription needs. We will

follow up within 2 to 3 business days.

● How far do publication archives go?

○ Our publication websites start dates vary, but most go as far as the early 2000s. In the

form below (anchor link), please include the specific publications you would like to learn

more about our publication archive dates.

Testimonials

“Informed citizen. I need to know what's going on and how it affects my community and others I care

about.” - Library Patron

“It has helped me find reputable news articles with fact checked information.” - University Student

“It allows me to be aware of recent activity going on around me that is resourceful to myself and family,

which has potential for healthier a lifestyle.” - Library Patron

“ I can refer library patrons to the print and digital issues.” - Library Staff

“Helps me keep my pulse on what is going on in local politics and make informed decisions about

elections and civic participation.” - University Student























 
BROWARD COLLEGE 

SUPPLEMENT ADDENDUM - GENERAL 
 

1. Incorporation by Reference. The District Board 
of Trustees of Broward College, Florida (“BC”) and 
the undersigned (“Vendor”) hereby incorporate this 
Supplemental Addendum - General (“Addendum”) 
into the Group Digital Subscription Agreement 
between BC and Vendor (the “Agreement”). If this 
Addendum conflicts with the Agreement’s terms, this 
Addendum shall control. Capitalized terms used but 
not defined in this Addendum shall have the meaning 
set forth in the Agreement 
2. Payment. Vendor shall submit bills for 
compensation for goods, services and/or expenses in 
detail sufficient for a pre-and post-audit. The time at 
which payment will be due from BC will be 
approximately thirty (30) days from receipt of an 
undisputed invoice, acceptance of deliverables, and 
upon satisfaction of the BC conditions that are detailed 
herein. In lieu of all provisions in the Agreement 
pertaining to penalties for late payment, if BC does not 
issue payment within approximately thirty days of 
receipt of a proper invoice, BC shall pay Vendor an 
interest penalty from the date the invoice was due until 
it was paid at the rate established pursuant to Section 
55.03(1), Florida Statutes, if the interest exceeds one 
dollar. If the term of the Agreement is beyond the 
current fiscal year for the State of Florida, BC’s 
performance and obligation to pay under this 
Agreement is contingent upon an annual appropriation 
by the Legislature. BC is immune and/or exempt from 
the payment of taxes and shall not be responsible for 
the payment thereof. BC shall provide an appropriate 
exemption certificate. 
3. Relationship of the Parties. Each of the parties is 
an independent contractor and nothing in the 
Agreement shall designate any of the employees or 
agents of one party as employees or agents of the other. 
4. Public Records Law. BC is subject to the public 
records laws of Florida, including records retention 
requirements, and any provisions in the Agreement 
pertaining to confidentiality obligations on the part of 
BC are hereby deleted and shall be of no force and 
effect. Vendor shall allow public access to all project 
documents and materials in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. Should 
Vendor assert any exemptions to the requirements of 
Chapter 119 and related statutes, the burden of 
establishing such exemption, by way of injunctive or 
other relief as provided by law, shall be upon Vendor and 
Vendor shall bear all costs and fees related to the same. 
If Vendor meets the definition of “contractor” under 
Section 119.0701, Florida Statutes, in addition to other 
Agreement requirements provided by law, Vendor 
must comply with public records laws, and shall: 
(a) Keep and maintain public records required by 
BC to perform the service. 
(b) Upon request from BC, provide BC with a 
copy of the requested records or allow the records to 

be inspected or copied within a reasonable time at a 
cost that does not exceed the cost provided in Chapter 
119, Florida Statutes, or as otherwise provided by law. 
(c) Ensure that public records that are exempt or 
confidential and exempt from public records 
disclosure requirements are not disclosed except as 
authorized by law for the duration of the Agreement 
term and following completion of the Agreement if 
Vendor does not transfer the records to BC. 
(d) Upon completion of the Agreement, transfer, 
at no cost, to BC all public records in possession of 
Vendor or keep and maintain public records required 
by BC to perform the service. If Vendor transfers all 
public records to BC upon completion of the 
Agreement, Vendor shall destroy any duplicate public 
records that are exempt or confidential and exempt 
from public records disclosure requirements. If 
Vendor keeps and maintains public records upon 
completion of the Agreement, Vendor shall meet all 
applicable requirements for retaining public records. 
All records stored electronically must be provided to 
BC, upon request from BC’s custodian of public 
records, in a format that is compatible with the 
information technology systems of BC. 
(e) IF VENDOR HAS QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THE APPLICATION OF CHAPTER 
119, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO VENDOR’S DUTY 
TO PROVIDE PUBLIC RECORDS RELATING TO 
THIS AGREEMENT, CONTACT BC AT (954) 201- 
7639, LEGALSERVICES@BROWARD.EDU, OR 
111 EAST LAS OLAS BOULEVARD, #523, FORT 
LAUDERDALE, FL 33301. 

 
IN ADDITION, VENDOR ACKNOWLEDGES 
THAT THE BC CANNOT AND WILL NOT 
PROVIDE LEGAL ADVICE OR BUSINESS 
ADVICE TO VENDOR WITH RESPECT TO ITS 
OBLIGATIONS PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION 
RELATED TO PUBLIC RECORDS. VENDOR 
FURTHER ACKNOWLEDGES THAT IT WILL 
NOT RELY ON BC OR ITS COUNSEL TO 
PROVIDE SUCH BUSINESS OR LEGAL ADVICE, 
AND THAT VENDOR IS HEREBY ADVISED TO 
SEEK BUSINESS/LEGAL ADVICE WITH 
REGARD TO PUBLIC RECORDS MATTERS 
ADDRESSED BY THIS AGREEMENT. VENDOR 
ACKNOWLEDGES THAT ITS FAILURE TO 
COMPLY WITH FLORIDA LAW AND THIS 
AGREEMENT WITH RESPECT TO PUBLIC 
RECORDS SHALL CONSTITUTE A MATERIAL 
BREACH OF THIS AGREEMENT AND BE 
GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION. 
5. Sovereign Immunity. Nothing in the Agreement 
shall act, or be construed to increase or alter BC’s 
liability for tort claims beyond the waiver of sovereign 



Page 2 of 3 SUPPLEMENTAL ADDENDUM – GENERAL SBL 03/16/2021  

immunity limits set forth in Section 768.28, Florida 
Statutes. 
6. Compliance. In its performance, Vendor and BC 
shall each, at their own expense, at all times in the 
term, do the following: 
a. Permits: have all applicable permits, licenses, 
consents, and approvals necessary; 
b. General: comply with all applicable federal, state, 
local and rules, regulations, and ordinances and all 
other governmental requirements; and 
c. Privacy: comply with all applicable state and federal 
laws and BC policies and procedures governing the 
use and/or safe-keeping of confidential, highly 
sensitive, and/or personally identifiable or protected 
health information (as may be defined by state or 
federal law), including, but not limited to, the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). In the 
event that BC will share with or provide access to 
Vendor of any protected health information (“PHI”), 
as may be defined by state or federal law, BC and 
Vendor will enter into a separate agreement which will 
govern the use of the PHI. T o  t h e  e x t e n t  
a p p l i c a b l e ,  Vendor agrees to include all such 
terms and conditions in any contracts with its 
subcontractors providing services on behalf of Vendor 
in its performance of the Agreement. 

7. E-Verify. This Section 7 shall apply only to the 
extent the Vendor meets the definition of 
“contractor” under Section 448.095, Florida Statutes, 
in addition to other contract requirements provided 
by law, the Vendor shall register with and use the E- 
Verify system operated by the United States 
Department of Homeland Security to verify the work 
authorization status of all its employees hired during 
the term of this Agreement. The Vendor shall also 
require all subcontractors performing work under this 
Agreement to use the E-Verify system for any 
employees they may hire during the term of this 
Agreement. The Vendor must provide evidence of 
compliance to the College as required under Section 
448.095, Florida Statutes. Failure to comply with 
this provision is a material breach of the Agreement, 
and the College may terminate the Agreement at its 
sole discretion without liability. The Vendor shall be 
liable for all costs incurred by the College resulting 
from the Vendor’s noncompliance with the 
requirements of this section. 

 
8. General Provisions. 
a. State of Florida Public Entity Contracting 
Prohibitions. Vendor represents, warrants and 
covenants that it is not currently and, throughout the 

term of this Agreement shall not be, ineligible for the 
award or continuation of this Agreement under 
Sections 287.133, 287.134 and 287.135, Florida 
Statutes. Vendor understands and accepts that this 
Agreement may be void, voidable or subject to 
immediate termination by BC if the representation, 
warranty and covenant set forth above is violated. BC, 
in the event of such termination, shall not incur any 
liability to Vendor for any work or materials furnished. 
b. Warranties. Vendor, at a minimum, warrants that 
the IP, the goods, and/or services to be provided by 
Vendor will operate and conform to the specifications 
provided in all material aspects throughout the term of 
the Agreement. This warranty shall be in addition to 
any warranties provided in the Agreement. 
c. Marketing. No party shall, except with prior written 
consent of the other party on each occasion, make any 
press or media announcements concerning the 
Agreement or use the name, logos, or trademarks of 
any other party, or any version, abbreviation, or 
representation of them, in any advertising or other 
form of publicity or fundraising without the written 
permission of the party whose name, logo, or 
trademark is sought for use. Notwithstanding, the 
foregoing, Vendor hereby grants BC a nonexclusive, 
non-transferable, limited revocable license to use its 
trade name, logo, and other trademarks for the sole 
purpose of promoting the availability of the Licensed 
Product to Users. 

d. Insurance. BC, as a public body corporate entity, 
warrants and represents that it is self-funded for 
liability insurance, with said protection being 
applicable to officers and employees, while acting 
within the scope of their employment by or service to 
BC. Any provision requiring BC to provide or acquire 
insurance coverage other than such self-insurance 
shall not be effective. Vendor shall have and maintain 
the types and amounts of insurance that, at minimum, 
will cover Vendor’s (or subcontractor’s) exposure in 
performing the Agreement and at BC’s request, name 
BC as additional insured on Vendor’s commercial 
general liability policies. All policies shall be in a 
form and with deductible limits reasonably 
satisfactory to BC, with insurance companies 
reasonably approved by BC and authorized to do 
business in the State of Florida, and written as primary 
coverage (except for professional liability). 
Certificates of insurance shall be provided to BC upon 
request and timely renewals of such insurance shall be 
provided to BC.  Vendor shall provide at least 
thirty (30) days prior written notice of any 
cancellation, nonrenewal or other material 
change to the Vendor’s insurance policies 
required under this Agreement. Vendor, for and 
on behalf of itself and each of its insurers, hereby 
waives any and all rights of subrogation against BC for 
any loss or damage arising from any cause covered by 
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any insurance required to be carried under the 
Agreement by any other insurance actually carried 
by Vendor.  
e. Third Parties. BC is not liable for the acts of third 
parties or the consequences of the acts of third 
parties. There shall be no third-party beneficiaries to 
the Agreement. 
f. Governing Law. The Agreement is governed by the 
laws of the State of Florida, without regards to its 
conflicts of law principles. Exclusive venue of any 
actions shall be in Broward County, Florida. BC is 
entitled to the benefits of sovereign immunity. 
g. Travel Expenses. If BC is responsible for 
reimbursing Vendor for travel expenses pursuant to 
the Agreement, bills shall be subject to, and shall be 
submitted by Vendor in accordance with, § 112.061, 
F.S. and BC policies and procedures. BC reserves the 
right not to pay travel expenses unless BC approves 
such expenses in advance, in writing. 
h. Conflicts. Vendor represents that it is aware of the 
requirements of Chapter 112, Florida Statutes and in 
compliance with the requirements thereof, and other 
laws and regulations concerning conflicts of interests 
in dealing with entities of the State of Florida. Vendor 
certifies that its directors and/or principal officers are 
not employed and/or affiliated with BC unless a 
current Conflict of Interest (Report of Outside 
Activity/Employment) form has been completed, 
executed by such director or officer and approved in 
accordance with applicable BC policies or rules. 
Violation of this section shall be grounds for 
termination of the Agreement. 
i. Termination. Upon giving at least thirty (30) days’ 
written notice to Vendor, BC may terminate the 
Agreement, at any time, with no further obligation to 
Vendor, other than to pay for any goods received or 
services rendered in compliance with the Agreement 
prior to the effective date of termination. BC shall not 
be liable for any early termination charges. 
j. Records. Vendor agrees to keep and maintain, 
separate and independent records pertinent to the 
performance of the Agreement, in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principles. BC or its 
authorized agent shall have the right to audit and 
inspect such records from time to time during the term 
of the Agreement, upon reasonable notice to Vendor. 
k. Deletion. Any term and/or condition in the 
Agreement on the following subject matters are hereby 
deleted in their entirety and declared null and void: (a) 
grants of exclusivity by BC to Vendor; (b) restrictions 
on the hiring of Vendor’s employees; (c) BC’s 
responsibility to pay intangible taxes, property taxes, 
or sales taxes; (d) automatic renewals of the term of 
the Agreement; (e) limitations of time to bring suit or 
claims; (f) granting Vendor any right to audit BC; (g) 
Attorneys’ or collection fees provisions; (h) arbitration 
and mediation clauses; and (i) indemnification of 

Vendor by BC. 
l. Assignment. Vendor shall not assign, transfer, 
delegate, subcontract, or otherwise dispose of, whether 
voluntarily, involuntarily, or by operation of law, any 
right or obligation under the Agreement without the 
prior written consent of BC, not to be unreasonably 
withheld. Any such unapproved assignment, 
subcontracting or transfer is void. No subcontracting 
or delegation shall in any event relieve Vendor of any 
obligation or liability under the Agreement. 

 
 

By signing below, Vendor’s authorized 
representative agrees to incorporate this 
Addendum into the Agreement, and hereby 
executes this Addendum as of the date set forth 
below. 

VENDOR: MediaNews Group, Inc.  
 

 
By:   

Name:   

Title:   

Date:   


